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He puts poetry info penmanship

A man of letters — fancy ones §

Maurice Scanlon’s
rricst ambitious
lettering job was
for this poster-sized
vorsion of

“The Lord’s Prayer.”

By Jerry Johmslon
Dosored Neas slalf wrter

A" i RS Mauclee Scanlon just may be the
fine=t arlist in the data, Ewech letter of the alphabel '«
o poerm 1o Bim; be's a letiorer — oot so mich a dving
profesion these digs as wory select ome.  And
Magrice Scanlon ks a fine exampie whiy

Artislic: Handwriting — which Scanlon feels ie
nfairly. lomped upder “Ccalllgraphy™ orf ‘Cpretiy
peprmanship’ goes hack thonsands of years In China
for Instance, i has tanked above other arla for
centuries The Gresks. when impressed with a (et
would make hand-copiead mangseripls of it for ther
b raries

Ab ibe end of the 1B eentiry (e wrllag
experiencod o revivel — a fact several Blstorians sec
ai @ reactln 190 & michanked sockely.  With
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mulamation rampant & cver iotay, perhaps we'll be
redinE o surge 0 the erall agnn Sconden seems o
think o, and i & wave of good writing comes he'll be
Fhht on Uhe crosl

“Blany modem desteners havin't el radned bn
britoring.” he poiots oul, *“They iro content with good
tvpography. As letierers we're (edrching for perfeac.
thom, And that means plepcing orsolves."

For Scanbom, the search has hesn going on for
many  years. He wasn'l on ouklanling penman n
achool, but he claime peomanshp his HiR)e fo do with

At right: Maurice
Scanlon utas a
“wedge' toal to

show difference

fettaring. -He letteored signs for ZOMI for awhile, then behween the
mived to Califormia In Los Angeles e worked -m Spencerian and
Iottering jobs for 34 yeara, develiping and improving i
Today, back in Utah, he's callsl on for jobs ranging calligraphy type
from the cover of “Hrigham  Young Universaty ID'I: lnﬁnring.
Soidies Lo @ bowo for the Sall €1y Jalk."" His style is
claskle, clean and firmly rocled ngoosd technlguo The photograph
“Actually there are only theo basie s-'li'-"!w-" o balow shows the
polnds out, “Spencerian letleriog. bulll up letlering, :
mnd eplfigraphy.”™ PrOUEEs behind
Bub & the pro, these's awocld of differenc: a work of art:
u:||1|.I'I'::-l:|!|1r|."'|'irlll'I et o : tha Urigil"ﬂ1
Calligraphy is hasically nipe handwriing. It is
duna with & wedde-shaped insfument (pen, percil, 51."&“:&':"“ page
brushl and enlalls writiag aii] th same pressuce {right}, Eﬂlarga-d
and letting the shapo of the witing poink make the behind) and th
limas v libe or Thark ‘- AMNCE} Ay &n

The Spencerian form, how
oA "checkKers 1 o “chiss.” 5
for the expert. 18 b done with
wiilly the peiet ael o0 Gn &
shalt) and hand.pressare dot

lines,

er, I= to calligraphy
eneeran letbering is
n ohlgee pen {a pen
1o the sde of the
s tee witth of the

Srencerian ketiering

» mechanical moeans

Hulll up Stierng ke Sty
thod hos beon endarged by son
and] then *palnied™ in

Curreplly Scanlon ksl
Universily of Lak that inchud
clirgs That has donilded bn enfoll

"The Spencorian dyie |
Ehim, " b Says. vy little
Spencerian You have Lo sfop h

That 18 the pifall — and
When Maurice 3eanlan bhegin
persd of & (e sealplor, palnle
Tedious, dommanding. exhayst
perenn down quickly. Bot the
correctly, has a buman quality
1o bk art. A line from the En
porhaps describes i1 best:

The lime traced by a skl
marved af fekdliy and s
megnicating the odry 40TIoR

ng m class at ibe
all throe styles — =
sl this sear.

maed  dfficull for
artheal shows up In
athing toowrile i
tea the charen of it
citering thore k= the
il eian al werk,
the work woars a
ssult, when it's done
14 LAk ie oflen a ey
clopedis Britannics

i calitgropher = a
¢ inflection, com-
@ Meuter's hand, ©

Alamg witl the fine (ouch f 0t comos much af

th preceeupations os wedl,
Py Ravoam 25 betterng m

ench o was diffeneml = oxg

waire pever sotinfled. They wer
""Timwr and e again 171

over e years, and
o o thing. They
wirfoetionials

deflvering somme-
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% L;.-I:lering has always been Maurice
“Scanlon’s first love,

He is the

raphy. Since he was a child, bhe’s
known what he wanted to do.

‘ master of the Spencerian alphabet, |
not to be confused with callig-

. . .



